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Contending Forces of Destiny 

Tlie FBI: Old Certainties and New Doubts at a Troubled Institution 



The crowd outside US. District Court as L. Patrick Groy» W. Mark Felt and Edward S. Miller are indicted^ 
above; J. Wallace LaPrade^ top lefty Stephen Homy top righty John Shattucky lower right. 



By Myra MacPherson 

In the once-hallowed kingdom of J. Edgar Hoover, it 
was a first: three top FBI officials photographed, finger- 
printed. arraigned. 

Former acting director L. Patrick Gray and associates 
W. Mark Felt and Edward S. Miller were indicted on 
charges of violating the civil rights of American citizens 
by authorizing illegal break-ins of the homes of radical 
Weatherman relatives five years ago. 

For hundreds of present and former FBI agents it 
seemed a bewildering joke. Their response mimicked 
the actions of their old antiwar adversaries. One April 
day outside the U.S. District Court they moved en masse 
—Demonstrating, protesting, cheering their comrades. 



It was one of those peculiar Washington moments 
when destinies seem poi^d. A vast institution and its 
minions and adversaries are caught up in complex ques- 
tions of American justice. And as the evening news 
again spins out tales told by courthouse doors the Ameri- 
can public is again forced to reexamined old certainties 
and new doubts. 1. 

While some contending forces await the outcome, they 
ponder and explain and justify ... 



*Tn the old days, when a war was over they used to 
give a guy a medal. Today, they'd want to put him in 
jail," J. Walter (Wally) LaPrade looks bitter “That’s 
where the FBI is today." 

See FBI, C4,CoLl 











